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Promoting urban-rural integration in the Northern Metropolis
Establishing the "Northern Metropolis Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme
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Background
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As proposed in the “Northern Metropolis Development Strategy” published by the Government in 2021, the cultural
and natural resources in the NM should be suitably utilised, revitalised and conserved to create the NM with an

unique metropolitan landscape featured with “Integration of urban and rural areas and co-existence of
development and conservation”
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In planning the NM, the Government will reserve indigenous villages where practicable and to ensure integration of
new developments with the rural environment from town planning and design perspectives. At the same time,
nearby villages would benefit from the NM development through, improvement of transport and other §

infrastructure facilities, comprehensive government and community supporting facilities, and a diverse range of
new job opportunities
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Consultancy study commenced in November 2024 with a view to formulating the “Guidelines on Urban-rural
Integration in the NM” for the development of the NM. Also proposed in the 2026-27 Budget that $200 million
would be allocated for launching the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a Pilot Scheme (the Pilot Scheme)
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URI in the Northern Metropolls Objectives

improvements
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“Bringing improvements” in the

living quality and economy of
villages while transforming the NM
into a metropolitan area with
diverse appeal
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Connection and interaction
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Facilitating “connection and
interaction” between urban and
rural areas to promote mutual
respect and acceptance
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Sustamablllty

”umwkmﬂamgﬁ%ﬁﬁw%m

(i = NI E S ¢
Reflecting the respective characters of
villages by the rural environment and
natural resources with a view to
achieving “sustainability”
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Enabling the “promotion and
continuation” of cultural traditions of
villages in the New Territories, with a view
to consolidating the value of villages in
society
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Attaining  “shared participation”
through joint efforts of the
Government and stakeholders from
both urban and rural areas
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Propose to implement the following measures to promote URI
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Apart from the town planning and design work undertaken in the past, we also propose: g < 1

1. SELISEMBRERE « RIS

Revitalising signature rural buildings and establishing heritage trails in villages

2. TERERBIFARERMREREETEAR

Reserving space for open spaces and organising traditional festive events

3. MESNPSHEMERESR

Improving sewerage and other rural infrastructures

4. HEASHEBRFERMAAREHEFIUEMRE - TEB/EAIRKE

Allowing conversion of the whole block of the New Territories Exempted Houses (NTEHSs) in pilot areas into restaurants,
retail shops or guesthouses

5. =HEMFEHZEH

Leveraging farmland for farming activities

6. Rz "ACERMANERIEE | SLEETE]

Establishing the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme
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Revitalising signature rural buildings and establishing heritage trails in villages

> ZHERMNRIEER - BBERE "l pER

Make use of villages’ cultural resources in the areas and practise the concept of URI proactively

> HEEEAISTIE - BN hix e K o B AR AT A2

Promote village culture, boost village tourism and drive the rural economy

> E—DRATEBEXCRINSHRVIE

Hong Kong’s soft power in cultural arts can be further strengthened

A

> RAFRBRBHNEEAXEE

Leverage the historical and cultural resources of traditional villages
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Through revitalising signature rural buildings and enhancing their community functions

> BRI SEE - BN ERZRARFERER

.- Establish rural heritage trails to link up traditional architecture with scenic spots in villages
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Revitalising signature rural buildings and establishing heritage trails in villages

> BRI EBRIERASIEERINHERERE - S8BT

Proactively explore the feasibility of establishing rural heritage trails in the vicinity of the NDAs which are currently in the planning stage
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Examples:
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Minor Revitalisation and Improvement Works at Tun Yu Pier in The Lung Yeuk Tau Vegetable Collection Centre of the
sanR o @nTar @I @Ininh @AM Fanling Vegetables Marketing Co-operative Society

adjacent to the Development of the Loop
(In progress) ERusw  @unae  @EznaE
# H RSB T IR (B R R HA R R)
Cultural walking trail in San Tin Technopole
(Commencing soon)

(Commencing soon)
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2. HAERFARER R EFREETENRAE

Reserving space for open spaces and organising traditional festive events

> AERERE 2EN&EEME  RBEHAKZER - R
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Reserve sufficient public space (particularly in the buffer zones between villages and NDAs) or
converting existing space into open spaces in NDAs

> BUNEMENEMENESIMNITE - FEEM - SMEBE
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To hold specialty markets or traditional festive events such as Jiao Festivals (also known as “Da
Chiu”), dragon and lion dances, Yu Lan Festivals, and basin meal banquets, with a view to providing
more suitable environments and venues for the continuation of intangible cultural heritage
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Examples:

> HERE BN A M BEERANBNET
TR - K1/ B A 2 S R A B

Chau Tau Tsuen and Ha Wan Tsuen in the surrounding areas of San Tin Technopole the space
underneath Fanling Bypass-Tong Hang Tsuen section, and Tung Lei Villa (SR &&/)\£E) near Tsing
Chuen Wai in Hung Shui Kiu/Ha Tsuen NDA

Chau Tau Tsuen in the surroundlng areas of
/WQF a San Tin Technopole 7
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@ Eects, including laying new public sewers up to places close to existing villages
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Improving sewerage and other rural infrastructures
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The works projects of NDAs led by the Government will greatly upgrade
the infrastructures. Apart from supporting NDAs, infrastructures of
nearby villages will also be improved. For example,

> B IE A4S TIPS B T

proposed road network and railway connections

> HE5 RHEKZ4

sewerage and drainage systems
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CEDD will assess drainage impacts to the upstream and downstream areas of NDAs, including villages, and upgrade drainage facilities as necessary;
adopt sponge-city concept in, enhance drainage capacity and improve drainage systems in NDAs based on “nature-based solutions”
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Have all along been taking into account also the needs of surrounding villages generally when planning public sewerage facilities required for NDA
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Improving sewerage and other rural infrastructures

> RMEREAR DM FENERKLITI L
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To earmark provisions in the public works projects related to site
formation and engineering infrastructure in NDAs for phased
connection of neighbouring villages’ sewerage systems to public
sewerage systems

> SEREERESHIKEFRLITKINESR
BRI RIR B A - FIT a0
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Accord priority to some 40 to 50 number of existing villages, as a
preliminary estimate, with public sewerage system in place or will
be constructed nearby

> BEMABRARBMEFIE—TRIEE M HE
AY BT BY 4 B

Finalise the details of other villages proposed to be covered in
collaboration with the relevant policy bureaux and departments
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Allowing conversion of the whole block of the NTEHs in pilot areas into restaurants, retail shops or guesthouses

> REENEMFRRETEFEEREE - TERERIRERN
A5 21 A0 H Ath PR

Shall moderately relax the planning and other restrictions on NTEHs in relation to operation
of restaurants, retail shops and guesthouses

> BRI AL TR B) R A A T i SE fR - MR AN AT EE 2 AN SAE
IBAICE NS B Z it ]

Provide opportunities to economic activities in villages and rural tourism development and - B EERLE SRR
promote rural historical and cultural heritage, adding to the characteristics and diverse Hakka Life Experience
appea| of the NM - ¥ Village, Lai Chi Wo

> BAl "HNIERE e RBREREFRAME —
ofERERZTEFERR

Currently, restaurants and retail shops are only permitted on the ground floor of NTEHSs in
“Village Type Development” zones
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Allowing conversion of the whole block of the NTEHs in pilot areas into restaurants, retail shops or guesthouses

> B TE AR AN AR R AR AT AT IR T BT TUEE R
HY#R S PR

Propose relaxing the planning restrictions within “Village Type
Development” in two villages, namely, Yin Kong and Ho Sheung Heung

> RFELEMBRERBERAMNNS  MEELEMNE Y
SMVEhAGER " ATV R L i - SR EHET KIS
S FT SRR B S ISR ES - BE R A AR 2 IR

Subject to the progress and results of the implementation in the pilot areas,
we will explore moderate relaxation of the relevant planning restrictions in
other “Village Type Development” zones in the NM other than the pilot
areas, in particular, locations proposed by villagers and supported by HYK

> BRSEHRELHN ((ibﬁB%BAEi&éEB/iEﬁMﬁI)) RN
MBERARBHMRRREREFERAEIIEEIERE
EZRVHBA S REK

Announce a set of fire safety requirements applicable to conversion of
NTEHs (whole block/some floors) into restaurants in the Guidelines on

Urban-rural Integration in the NM to be release later this year { »:
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Leveraging farmland for farming activities

> BREARERLE - HHERER FRAERERMEBNERFPAEEHE

Long Valley Nature Park - Designated Agriculture Zone where leasehold is granted to farmers who
originally practiced farming in Long Valley to continue farming

> —ERREERE AR - 5IARNKIEKEEIER T K i
Sam Po Shue Wetland Conservation Park - to introduce modernised aquaculture facilities and
technologies

> SHEEE ' TEEtE BRESREITHHEBATE - (KR - X
REEmHSESHIEE

Making good use of the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” to take forward projects that combine
agricultural activities with elements of natural scenery, leisure, tourism and sale of agricultural

BIREARERLE
Long Valley Nature Park

products

> REEZEDN MU "TE+%, B5stEl 0 EERERER
£
S

Multi pronged approach by Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department: “Agri enJoy” Scheme,
Sustainable Agricultural Development Fund, etc.

> FEFIEETSIRER HEN A K A AR hik e AH BARV R 2B 5T

Launch or plan to launch planning studies relevant to promotion of rural and eco-tourism

—BRRINRE AR

@a Sam Po Shue Wetland Conservation Park
[ :
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Establishing the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme

HaY :

Purpose:

> £E—FEE "HAXH TESAERES  RERN
T AIEtRS | B SR BYE

Provide financial support for projects related to urban-rural integration by further
promoting urban-rural integration and capitalising on community wisdom

BAER

Basic information:

> IFREREIES : 28T

Non-recurrent commitment: $200 million

> HAERVSEE - ASERIEHR AR 52 R R AL B Y 40 20 th & (&
EZOOyﬂ,\Iﬁﬁ?EBﬁ) MAKIIRIT " WRBREERIETE
BERIME

Coverage: Rural areas which are located adjacent to NDAs in the NM (encompassing

over 200 existing villages) but not covered by the current “Countryside Conservation
Funding Scheme”

o8
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Establishing the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme

BAREK:

Basic requirements:

> AR S AR TER - S S BURE] BRY | 4]
e, T - SEEE T AR, AKER

Shall align with the promotion of rural tourism or themes established by the Government to
promote urban-rural integration, and the five major objectives of urban-rural integration

> BEc FERAE - mIEE A E—1#E

Must benefit the community as a whole, rather than individuals or single organisations

L
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Establishing the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme

BHEETS :
Application criteria:
a) R (MBKRA) (F112F ) BEHRHR  BAHKMEN
ZERBEETER ;

A charitable institution or a trust of a public nature granted tax exemption under the Inland
Revenue Ordinance (Cap. 112);

b) B (ASHFRAI) (55622F ) sEMAUREFRBRAS -
HRERENASRERKE D IRFE ; =X

A company limited by guarantee registered under the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 622)
whose objects and powers do not include distribution of profits to its members; or

c) MRBEMABIEEMEL MRS T4t [ =k 45 45

A non-profit-making society or organisation registered or established under other laws

> MBZEFHFS LH(a) ~ (b)()WELE - TNOlIE KRR

Rural committees satisfying criteria (a), (b) or (c) above will also be eligible to apply

D8
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Establishing the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme

EMEE N ERR :

Funded projects and subsidy cap:

Y] ALy =h &£~ .

faE s EAE) K

Provide subsidy for restoration/ conversion of private land and/or buildings (such as village
houses, ancestral halls owned by Tso/Tongs, private schools in villages, etc.); and

> HEBFHETEXIE / BE / REEE - BMBOUSENIES

Utilise the above for implementing financially sustainable projects of cultural/historical/tourism

value

> OJBEEEWARNTE - fIUIREE - IkEE - EENTEFES

May comprise revenue-generating elements such as restaurants, guesthouses, bookshops, retail
shops, etc.

> RFEGRVIHIEES b

Cover hardware upgrades and initial operating expenses

> E% [PR1,00087T - BEZEZRV=F

Subsidy cap to be set at $10 million, with continuous operation for at least three years

I EFRER

Village cultural exhibition halls

> BEREE /USRAALTHR / HEEY) (HINNE - EE2HEER |

FESE XX {EZERE

Historical and cultural space

EfEREH

B / o= m

Heritage gallery/ Souvenir shop

Q5 iini

BEF 2T ISR

Artist residencies

Z8 For indicative purpose only
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Establishing the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme

RENE

Idle village houses

B /s

Restoration/Conversion

~

BRI SERER B / o= m HERM
Village cultural exhibition halls Heritage gallery/ Souvenir shop Theme catering

-k
i

BlF(EERERE)

Example (For indicative purpose only)

A ERTE

Village weekend markets

A EEEE

Village heritage trail tour

17



6. k1L " IEEREAIHRIE £ L FLEETE]

Establishing the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme

EMEE KR LR :

Funded projects and subsidy cap:

>

>

AEREE / BEER A T IEERY) ; X

Not involving restoration/ conversion of private land and/or buildings; or

— R IFE = B A EE)

One-off or non-recurring events

BIE0 - A mhRERET ~ AAIRIBSEIE KIERE - A4
BSEXACMR KRR ~ 980 / BARHESE - &

SRk Rr %S

For example: village branding design, village environment beautification and
promotion, research and compilation of rural historical and cultural heritage,
village festivals/weekend markets, the design and development of guided tours,
etc.

2% CPR2008 7T

Subsidy cap to be set at $2 million

PEZIRHRE

To ensure more projects can benefit

E{E/RE A% For indicative purpose only

18
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Establishing the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme

A ER il

Assessment mechanism:

>

>

S o =iy = o
BRERIINEEZES
The Development Bureau (DEVB) will establish an assessment committee

BEARRREIE

Applicants must submit a proposal

= EEH AR B AT S BUGHER "R ) ABIR

Whether the proposed project can drive rural tourism and align with the Government’s objectives of promoting URI

Hikflgol {744

Its technical feasibility

TSR

Implementation timetable

BAEfth "I ARIERY , ABRTE I E S RE AL 7 [EAE

Whether synergies can be created with other measures related to URI

FhE (UHEEREE - INRANE ) B95215

Support from stakeholders (such as ruraI committees, village representatives and villagers)

R A A BOAL R A BE

Applicant’s experience and capabilities

B H B HEHFTE IR S (B IREREE D) F

Proposed project’s impact on surrounding areas (such as the capacity to receive visitors)
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Establishing the “NM Urban-rural Integration Fund” as a pilot scheme

BB S |1 MRz iE -
Application guide and technical support:

> RED NP

Open for application by batches

BB ERLE
After the proposed
projects are approved

> HlRIEEEEIES| - BIRARIE > AXRENIBHERERHERITIEM
AEnFl ol + 2 fwhaE - BlAl it ZREISEE

Draw up an application guide setting out MEF R BB RS
thf relevant details and examples for Provide technical support and co-ordination
MEEEES for the funded projects, for example, in
— relation to lands and planning matters and
BT 4 ftm AL L. .
> %'ﬁ' V=] applications for relevant licences

Organise a briefing session

> —ZSEH - FIMNEREZE] S8 ESE - WS MER SRR
/— ~ - — O —_—t
IBEETERE  NIZERRSHEZETRIFERS
A series of mechanisms, eg. entering into a funding agreement with the Government, etc.; and will
submit annual reports to LegCo Panel on Development on approved applications and the

/@Eéﬁplementation progress of projects
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Implementation Timetable

> 2026FHMNZE : milten ' STERE ) RILAEMFEEEE (MEZ ) BN

Q4 2026: To seek funding approval of the Finance Committee (FC) for the proposed Pilot Scheme

> 20265FA :
Within 2026

> MESVREHIAER - LBz " A58,

Subject to funding approval of the FC, roll out the proposed Pilot Scheme

> o (ICE AR S BRI LRLIIES])

Publish the Guidelines on Urban-rural Integration in the NM







